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Small and
simple
observer
programmes
working with
a few suitably
trained
people can
produce
substantial
information
for the
fishery
management
authority,
especially in
a developing
or smaller
fishery.

Observers
can make
primary
observations
and records
of exactly
what is being
caught,
where, when
and how.
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Fishery
observers can
contribute to

fishery
science and
compliance

aims, and
therefore to

wider
management

objectives.
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Fishery
observers can
play an
important
role in an
integrated
system of
fisheries
management
as primary
(source) and
secondary
(validation)
information
providers.

Even with the
recent
proliferation
of satellite
and high
technology
solutions for
fisheries the
demand for
observer
programmes
has remained
high.
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CCRF Section 7.7.3 sets out that: 
“States, in conformity with their national
laws, should implement effective fisheries
monitoring, control and surveillance and law
enforcement measures including, where
appropriate, observer programmes,
inspection schemes and vessel monitoring
systems. Such measures should be promoted
and, where appropriate, implemented by
subregional or regional fisheries management
organizations and arrangements in
accordance with procedures agreed by such
organizations or arrangements.”
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CCRF, Section 8.4.3 sets out that 
“States should make every effort to ensure
that documentation with regard to fishing
operations, retained catch of fish and non-fish
species and, as regards discards, the
information required for stock assessment as
decided by relevant management bodies, is
collected and forwarded systematically to
those bodies.  States should, as far as
possible, establish programmes, such as
observer and inspection schemes, in order to
promote compliance with applicable
measures.”
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Box 3
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UNFSA (Article 25, 3(c)) stipulates that
assistance for developing countries should be
directed towards 
“..monitoring, control, surveillance,
compliance and enforcement, including
training and capacity-building at the local
level, development and funding of national
and regional observer programmes and
access to technology and equipment.”
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Box 4
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Definitions

In the rest of these guidelines when fishery
observer programme, observer programme or
programme are used they all refer to an at-
sea fishery observer programme; fish refers
to all marine species that fishery observers
may sample; and observer refers to an at-sea
fishery observer
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