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An example of text that may be used to provide
for placing a fishery observer onto a vessel:
“You may be required to carry onboard a
designated Fishery Observer who will collect
scientific, management and/or* compliance
information, and any other information at a time
and in a manner as determined by the fisheries
authority. During the period that the Fishery
Observer is onboard you will be required to
allow the Fishery Observer access to all parts of
the vessel as well as to any records, documents
and marine biological resources found there, to
provide reasonable accommodation for the
fishery observer, and to allow the use of all
equipment necessary for the performance of his
or her duties”

*Specify as appropriate
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An example of the type of text that may be
used in the convention of a regional fishery
organization to include fishery observers into
a more comprehensive system of observation,
inspection, compliance and enforcement:

“The system shall, inter alia, comprise the
following elements….

…an observer programme based on common
standards for the conduct of observation,
including, inter alia, arrangements for the
placing of observers by a Contracting Party
on vessels flying the flag of another
Contracting Party with the consent of that
Party; an appropriate level of coverage for
different sizes and types of fishing vessels and
fishery research vessels; and measures for
reporting by observers of information
regarding apparent violations of conservation
and management measures, taking into
account the need to ensure the safety of
observers”

Example of text that can be used to describe
the function of observers: 

“Designated fishery observers shall perform
the following functions during the routine
activities of a fishing vessel:

a) to observe harvesting, handling, processing
of marine biological resources and related
operations and to record data concerning
such operations;

b) to collect and record biological
information and all other information related
to activities governed by this
Act/Regulation/Licence/ Agreement*;

c) to collect samples of the marine biological
resources harvested; 

d) to report observations and information
obtained in terms of this subsection.”

*Specify as appropriate
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There is a
growing

reliance on
industry

funding of
observer

programmes,
and in many

cases this is the
best solution,

especially when
the fishery is

well managed.
However,

many fisheries
over the world

are in financial
and biological

crisis, and
those that

require
observer

programmes
the most are

often the ones
that can least

afford to
support them.
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