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Many fishery
management
programmes
rely on
landings to
estimate total
catch, but
these figures
often fail to
represent the
real catch of
a vessel or
fleet due to
by-catch,
discards and
high
grading.
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The sexing of most finfish species should be
done in the following manner:

•   Slit the belly of the fish; a cut of about 20-
cm long parallel to the spine, somewhat
ahead of the anal opening.

•   Next, reach inside and move the stomach
and intestine aside. The gonads should then
be visible against the peritoneum (the
membrane that lines the abdominal cavity).

The female gonads, the ovary, are tubular
(sausage like) and normally pink, yellow, or
orange. A clear bag usually surrounds ovaries.
In immature fish, the ovaries maintain a similar
colour but are opaque or somewhat granular in
appearance.

The male gonad, the testis, is somewhat less
obvious than the ovary. Testes are flattened,
often crinkly at the margins, and usually white
during spawning season and brownish at other
times. In immature fish the testes are string-like.
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The CCRF Section 8.4.3, calls on States to:

“… as far as possible, establish programmes,
such as observer and inspection schemes, in
order to promote compliance with applicable
measures.”
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In the future
observers
should be
seen as
capable of
‘multi-
tasking’ –
contributing
actively to
scientific,
compliance
and
management
requirements.
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An observer
programme
must be able
to guarantee
the security
of the data
collected to
maintain the
respect of the
industry.

Security
procedures
for
confidential
and sensitive
data must be
agreed and
implemented
through
defined data
access rules.
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